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                                    Lockdowns Kept Car Crash Rates Low, Ohio Study Finds

                                    
Ohio's lockdown early in the COVID-19 pandemic led to a significant decline in traffic crashes, injuries and deaths, but numbers ticked up once the stay-at-home order ended, a new study finds.
Like many other states, Ohio had a stay-at-home order prohibiting nonessential travel from March 9-22, 2020.
Compared to the same stretch in 2019, Ohio's lockdown period had 55% fewer traffic crashes; 47% fewer injuries; 34% fewer severe/fatal injuries; and 44% lower traffic volume. The state opened up retail again from March 23 through May 11, 2020.
"With in-person classes suspended in schools, spectators restricted at sporting events, and large gatherings banned, behavior changes occurred, which resulted in fewer drivers on the road, and therefore fewer collisions and injuries," said study lead author Dr. Motao Zhu, principal investigator in the Center for Injury Research and Policy at Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.
Once stores reopened, traffic problems returned to 2019 levels, the study found.
The number of crashes and severe/fatal traffic injuries rebounded between May 12 and July 31, 2020, according to the research published March 9 in the Journal of the American Medical Association.
The authors noted that previous studies have suggested that the rebound may have been due to increased alcohol and marijuana use, speeding, sudden acceleration/braking, and mobile phone use seen among drivers after the lockdowns.
"As the pandemic continues, policymakers should consider the effects of lockdown and reopening policies on factors beyond COVID-19 infection, including [motor vehicle crash-related] injuries and deaths," Zhu said in a hospital news release.
As many states imposed stay-at-home orders to reduce the spread of COVID-19, vehicle-miles traveled in the United States were 41% lower in April 2020 than in April 2019.
More information
The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration offers road safety resources.
SOURCE: Nationwide Children's Hospital, news release, March 9, 2021
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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