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                                    'Jeopardy!' Host Alex Trebek Reveals He Has Pancreatic Cancer

                                    
In a special announcement aired Wednesday on the "Jeopardy!" YouTube channel, long-time host Alex Trebek announced he has stage 4 pancreatic cancer, but intends to "fight" the disease.


Trebek, 78, said he was concerned about the media reporting his condition inaccurately, so "I wanted to be the one to pass along this information."


"Now normally, the prognosis for this is not very encouraging, but I'm going to fight this, and I'm going to keep working," he said. "And with the love and support of my family and friends and with the help of your prayers also, I plan to beat the low survival rate statistics for this disease."


With characteristic charm, Trebek joked that his survival was crucial, "because under the terms of my contract, I have to host Jeopardy! for three more years! So help me. Keep the faith and we'll win. We'll get it done."


Accolades of support have already been pouring in for Trebek, who has hosted the hugely popular "Jeopardy!" since it went into syndication in 1984.


Mike Hopkins, chair of Sony Pictures Television, which distributes the game show, said in a statement Wednesday that "if anyone can beat this it's Alex. He has our full support as he tackles this challenge head-on."


On Twitter, fellow game show veteran Pat Sajak, host of "Wheel of Fortune," said of Trebek that that, "there is no one I know who is stronger and more determined, and I would never bet against him. We, and the entire country, are pulling for you, Alex."


Because it is so often symptomless until it reaches an advanced stage, pancreatic cancer has a high fatality rate. According to the American Cancer Society, about 57,000 Americans will be diagnosed with the disease in 2019, and the illness is expected to claim nearly 46,000 lives.


As well, pancreatic tumors are particularly aggressive "due to a mutational profile that makes it resistant to therapies that work better for other tumor types," explained Dr. Angela Alistar. She directs gastrointestinal medical oncology at Morristown Medical Center in Morristown, N.J.


Still, Trebek and his fans are right to have hope, she added.


"Exciting clinical trials are shining a light on our hope to defeat this illness in the near future," Alistar said. "One of the new treatments currently progressing in pancreatic cancer clinical trials involves a molecule targeting the metabolism of pancreatic cancer, known as CPI-613. Two clinical trials of this drug are currently open for patients with stage 4 disease."


Born in 1940 in Sudbury, Ontario, Canada, Trebek initially was a TV journalist before hosting a Canadian quiz show, "Reach for the Top." That led to being hired to host U.S. game shows such as NBC's "The Wizard of Odds" in 1973 and "The $128,000 Question," before moving to "Jeopardy!" a decade later.


He's been a spokesperson for charities such as World Vision and Smile Train, and has entertained troops on numerous USO tours.


Trebek married twice -- to Elaine Callei in 1974 (the marriage lasted seven years) and then to Jean Currivan in 1990, with whom he had two children, Emily and Matthew.


Here's Trebek's video announcement of his diagnosis:





More information


Find out more about pancreatic cancer at the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network.

                                    SOURCES: Angela Alistar, M.D., director,  gastrointestinal medical oncology, Morristown Medical Center, Morristown, N.J.; Alex Trebek/Jeopardy video transcript, March 6, 2019; Twitter
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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