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                                    Americans' Trust in Scientists Follows a Sharp Political Divide

                                    
Americans' confidence in scientists is on the rise, but deep political divisions persist, a new nationwide poll reveals. 


The Pew Research Center poll of more than 4,400 adults found that 86% have at least "a fair amount" of confidence in scientists to act in the public interest. That includes 35% who said they have "a great deal" of confidence, up from 21% in 2016.


Sixty percent of respondents also said scientists should play an active role in policy debates about scientific issues.

The results suggest Americans' confidence in scientists is similar to confidence in the military but higher than for the media, business leaders and elected officials, according to Pew.


The findings exposed significant political fault lines surrounding the role of scientists in policy debates. 


Democrats (43%) were more likely than Republicans (27%) to have a great deal of confidence in scientists. Seventy-three percent of Democrats said scientists should play an active role in policy debates, while 56% of Republicans said scientists should establish solid facts and then stay out of the wrangling. 


While 54% of Democrats said scientists are generally better than others at making decisions about scientific policy, 66% of Republicans said scientists' decisions are the same as or worse than other people's.


Perception of bias also differed. Sixty-two percent of Democrats said scientists base their judgments solely on facts, while 55% of Republicans said scientists are just as likely to be biased as other people.


The poll focused on scientists in three fields (medicine, nutrition and the environment) and six specialties. Those specialties included medical research, medical doctors, nutrition researchers, dietitians, environmental research scientists and environmental health specialists.

The more familiar respondents were with scientists' work, the more positive and trusting they were toward it, the poll found.


But many are skeptical about scientists' integrity. Less than 20% said they think specialists are usually or always transparent about potential conflicts of interest.


And the poll found that blacks and Hispanics were more likely than whites to say research misconduct is a "very big" or "moderately big" problem.  

The nationwide poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 1.9 percentage points.


More information


The Pew Research Center has more on public trust in scientists.

                                    SOURCE: Pew Research Center, news release, Aug. 2, 2019

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown site users by HealthDay. The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

           
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Doctors
	Environment
	Food &, Nutrition: Misc.
	Research &, Development


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 















    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
	 
	   
    		 
    			  
    		 

	   

	


    
        
            
                
                    
                                        
                        
                            [image: The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown Logo]
                        

                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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