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                                    Young Cancer Survivors Vulnerable to COVID, But Often Shun Vaccine

                                    
Despite being particularly susceptible to severe COVID-19, many U.S. teen and young adult cancer survivors are wary of vaccination, a new study finds.
Cancer survivors often have weakened immune systems and are more likely to develop severe respiratory infections. That puts them at greater risk from COVID, so it's strongly recommended that they get vaccinated.
In the new study, researchers surveyed cancer survivors, 18 and older, who were diagnosed between the ages of 15 and 39. They were in a cancer care program run by Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah and Intermountain Healthcare in Salt Lake City.

Of 342 respondents, 63% said they intended to get a COVID-19 vaccine, but 37% were hesitant.
"As life returns to some resemblance of normal, receiving the COVID-19 vaccine is as important as ever," said study leader Austin Waters, a research program manager at the Huntsman Institute.
Women and respondents with lower levels of education were more likely to be hesitant than men or college graduates.
About 42% of young women surveyed indicated vaccine hesitancy, compared with 30% of men. Survivors with only a high school education or less were more than three times as likely to be vaccine-hesitant compared to college graduates.
The survey of cancer survivors also showed that 53% of Hispanic respondents were vaccine-hesitant, compared with 32% of whites and 20% of others, according to findings published June 29 in the journal JNCI Cancer Spectrum.
Overall rates of COVID vaccine hesitancy in the United States range from 20% to 40%.
"Oncology care providers and cancer centers should play an important role in encouraging young survivors to receive the vaccine," Waters said in a journal news release.

He said special attention should be paid to vaccine hesitancy among at-risk groups such as young adult cancer survivors, especially women and those with a high school education or less.
More information
The American Cancer Society has more on COVID-19 vaccines.

SOURCE: JNCI Cancer Spectrum, news release, June 29, 2021
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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