
 


        
        Using our mobile app? Be sure to check for any new app updates to receive any enhancements.
    

    

    

    
        
            	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        


            	
                        Languages
                        	
                                English  
                            
	
                                Español 
                            


                    
	
	 Help
	
	 Pill Identifier
	
	 Quick Refill
	
	Location / Hours
	
	Sign Up Today!
	
	 Login


        

    

    [image: ]
    
        
        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                        ×
                         

                    

                    
                        

                        

                    

                    
                        
                        
                    

                

            

        

         

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Location / Hours
	Help


                            


        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: Could Mink Ranches Launch the Next COVID-19?]
                                
                                    	Robert Preidt
	Posted August 26, 2021


                                    Could Mink Ranches Launch the Next COVID-19?

                                    
Mink farms could be breeding grounds for future pandemics in humans, new research suggests.
That's because in mink and other carnivorous (meat-eating) animals, three key genes required to detect and respond to infection by pathogens have lost their function. If these genes were working, they would activate inflammatory responses to fight off these disease-causing organisms.
But this defect in carnivores' immune system makes these animals likely to be asymptomatic carriers of pathogens.
That means that having large numbers of carnivores in one place -- such as a mink farm -- could lead to the formation of undetected "disease reservoirs" that enable pathogens to mutate and become a risk to humans, the researchers explained.
"We've found that a whole cohort of inflammatory genes is missing in carnivores -- we didn't expect this at all," said senior study author Clare Bryant, a professor in the Departments of Medicine and Veterinary Medicine at the University of Cambridge in England.
"We think that the lack of these functioning genes contributes to the ability of pathogens to hide undetected in carnivores, to potentially mutate and be transmitted, becoming a human health risk," she added in a university news release.
"When you have a large population of farmed carnivorous animals, like mink, they can harbor a pathogen -- like SARS-CoV-2 and others -- and it can mutate because the immune system of the mink isn't being activated. This could potentially spread into humans," Bryant explained.
The COVID-19 pandemic is believed to have originated in wild animals.
Carnivores -- which include dogs and cats -- are the biggest carriers of zoonotic pathogens, which can jump from animals to humans.
Despite the findings, there is no reason for people to be concerned about dogs and cats spreading COVID-19 because there is no evidence that these pets carry or transmit the coronavirus, the researchers said.
The threat of disease transmission to people only occurs when large numbers of carnivores are kept together in close proximity, the authors noted.
The findings were published Aug. 24 in the journal Cell Reports.
More information
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on zoonotic diseases.

SOURCE: University of Cambridge, news release, Aug. 24, 2021
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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