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                                    Globally, COVID-19 Cases May Stretch Far Beyond Official Numbers: Study

                                    
The number of coronavirus cases around the world may actually be 12 times higher than reported, a new study suggests in a finding that likely reflects asymptomatic transmission and not enough testing.


The difference is less dramatic when it comes to death tallies, with the researchers estimating that actual deaths are probably 1.5 times higher than reported deaths.


To arrive at those conclusions, the scientists studied 84 of the most affected nations -- a total of more than 4.7 billion people -- and concluded that there were 88.5 million cases and 600,000 deaths as of June 18.


But even with far more infections, the nations in the study are still well below the number required for herd immunity, according to the research team at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Sloan School of Management in Cambridge, Mass.


If no vaccines or treatments are developed, and there are only slight improvements in policies to control the coronavirus pandemic, there could be 249 million cases and 1.75 million deaths by spring 2021, the researchers warned.


The nations with the highest estimated percentage of their populations infected to date include Ecuador (18%), Peru (16.6%), Chile (15.5%), Mexico (8.8%), Iran (7.9%), Qatar (7.3%), Spain (7.1%), the United States (5.3%), the United Kingdom (5.2%) and the Netherlands (4.8%).


About 197,000 deaths -- or one-third of the estimated total -- could have been prevented if countries had implemented earlier and stronger policies to reduce coronavirus transmission when the pandemic was first declared, along with extensive testing, according to study author Hazhir Rahmandad, an associate professor of system dynamics at MIT Sloan, and his colleagues.


But the researchers added that testing will have less of an effect on the numbers of future cases and deaths than efforts to reduce transmission, such as social distancing and the wearing of face masks.


The paper was published online recently on the Social Science Research Network (SSRN), a repository for preprints and an international journal devoted to the rapid dissemination of research.
 

Meanwhile, data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggests that actual coronavirus infection rates in many areas of the United States are more than 10 times higher than reported rates.


The difference was greatest in Missouri. As of April 26, about 2.6% of people (6,800) in the state were reported to have been infected, but the CDC said the actual number was about 24 times higher, at 162,000.


As of April 1, New York City had reported 53,803 cases, but the actual number of infections was 12 times higher, at nearly 642,000, according to the CDC.


More information


The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on COVID-19.

                                    SOURCE: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, news release, June 24, 2020
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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