
 


        
        Using our mobile app? Be sure to check for any new app updates to receive any enhancements.
    

    

    

    
        
            	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        


            	
                        Languages
                        	
                                English  
                            
	
                                Español 
                            


                    
	
	 Help
	
	 Pill Identifier
	
	 Quick Refill
	
	Location / Hours
	
	Sign Up Today!
	
	 Login


        

    

    [image: ]

    
        
        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                        ×
                         

                    

                    
                        

                        

                    

                    
                        
                        
                    

                

            

        

         

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Location / Hours
	Help


                            


        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: Breast Cancer Group Issues Treatment Guidelines for Coronavirus Pandemic]
                                
                                    	 Robert Preidt
	Posted April 17, 2020


                                    Breast Cancer Group Issues Treatment Guidelines for Coronavirus Pandemic

                                    
Guidelines for the prioritization and treatment of breast cancer patients during the coronavirus pandemic have been released by a group of U.S. medical organizations.


"As hospital resources and staff become limited, it is vital to define which breast cancer patients require urgent care and which can have delayed or alternative treatment without changing survival or risking exposure to the virus," Dr. Jill Dietz, president of the American Society of Breast Surgeons, said in a society news release.


And according to Dr. Lawrence Shulman, chair of the Commission on Cancer of the American College of Surgeons, "The COVID-19 pandemic presents unprecedented challenges. These guidelines can help modify patient care to minimize exposure risk and preserve resources for patients with the most immediate need for care." 


The other groups involved in the release of the new joint recommendations are: the National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC), the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN), and the American College of Radiology (ACR).


The recommendations group breast cancer patients into priority levels (A, B, C) for urgency of care, and provide treatment recommendations for each category.


Priority A patients have conditions that are immediately life-threatening or symptomatic and require urgent treatment.


Priority B patients have conditions that do not require immediate treatment but they should start treatment before the end of the pandemic.


Priority C patients have conditions for which treatment can be safely put on hold until the end of the pandemic.


The recommendations will be published in an upcoming issue of the journal Breast Cancer Research and Treatment.


Dr. Scott Kurtzman, chair of the NAPBC, said in the news release that "implementation of these recommendations, based on the highest level of available evidence, must be adapted to current resource availability and COVID-19 pandemic severity in that region." 


And Dr. Debra Monticciolo, president of the ACR, said, "The risk of disease progression and worse patient outcomes should be weighed against risk of patient and staff exposure to the virus." 


The chair of the NCCN breast cancer panel, Dr. William Gradishar, added that "doctors should use the recommendations to prioritize care for these patients and adapt treatment recommendations to the local context at their hospital."


More information


The U.S. National Cancer Institute has more on breast cancer.

                                    SOURCE: American Society of Breast Surgeons, news release, April 13, 2020
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe | Ridgway.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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