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                                    Health Coverage Takes Big Hit With Pandemic-Related Job Cuts

                                    
Up to 7.7 million U.S. workers lost jobs with employer-sponsored health insurance during the coronavirus pandemic, and 6.9 million of their dependents also lost coverage, a new study finds.


Workers in manufacturing, retail, accommodation and food services were especially hard-hit by job losses, but unequally impacted by losses in insurance coverage. 


Manufacturing accounted for 12% of unemployed workers in June. But because the sector has one of the highest rates of employer-sponsored coverage at 66%, it accounted for a bigger loss of jobs with insurance (18%) and 19% of potential coverage loss when dependents are included.


Nearly 3.3 million workers in accommodation and food services had lost their jobs as of June -- 30% of the industry's workforce. But only 25% of workers in the sector had employer-sponsored insurance before the pandemic. Seven percent lost jobs with employer-provided coverage.


The situation was similar in the retail sector. Retail workers represented 10% of pre-pandemic employment and 14% of unemployed workers in June. But only 4 in 10 retail workers had employer-sponsored insurance before the pandemic. They accounted for 12% of lost jobs with employer-sponsored insurance and 11% of potential loss including dependents.


The study was a joint project of the Employee Benefit Research Institute (EBRI), the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research and the Commonwealth Fund.


"Demographics also play an important role. Workers ages 35 to 44 and 45 to 54 bore the brunt of [employer insurance]-covered job losses, in large part because workers in these age groups were the most likely to be covering spouses and other dependents," said Paul Fronstin, director of EBRI's Health Research and Education Program.


"The adverse effects of the pandemic recession also fell disproportionately on women," Fronstin added in an EBRI news release. "Although women made up 47% of pre-pandemic employment, they accounted for 55% of total job losses." 


More information


The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on COVID-19.

                                    SOURCE: Employee Benefit Research Institute, news release, Oct. 8, 2020
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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